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The Chief Competition Economist in 
Belgium will face many tasks but he 

holds a unique position 



Many Tasks in One Function  

• Many tasks but not supported by a CET 
⇒A selective approach will be necessary with a 

focus on a few cases in detail rather than on 
every case (cfr. Monti vs. Kroes) or “generalities” : 
The proof of the cake is in eating it. 

⇒Basic IO approaches certainly can do as a start, 
they already have been overlooked sufficiently in 
the past, e.g. using accounting data to determine 
price-cost margins.  
 
 
 
 



Many Tasks in One Function (cont’d) 

⇒ In a steady state, one cannot assume that the techniques 
used by DG Comp will always more sophisticated than 
those used by NCA’s: circumstances can force a NCCE to go 
well beyond DG Comp methodology e.g. estimations of 
critical loss in a two sided market, (e.g. Nma, 2009).  
 

⇒Economics is an empirical science requiring data, but that 
does not mean market inquiry data: in many authorities 
nobody takes these serious anymore . (In a recent abuse of 
dominance case, one envelope contained the response of 
10 different downstream companies in the market). 
Economics is about revealed preference, not 
intention.  
 
 

 
 
 



Many Tasks in One Function (cont’d) 

• Setting ex ante priorities is an a-typical task for a 
CCE, it more involves the work done by Auditors 
of Government Agencies and these may have 
different approaches (e.g. Rekenhof vs. Algemene 
Rekenkamer). 

• The relation of the economics used at the NCA to 
the economics used in EU investigations and the 
evaluation and implementation of Guidelines on 
the other hand seems a more productive 
“priority”   

 



A Unique Position 

• The CCE is in a unique position vis-a-vis the 
economists working for the parties 

⇒In merger cases, he has also information from the 
non-merging parties (but beware of strategic 
biases). 

⇒In cartels, he sees the entire case file, i.e. what all 
leniency applicants  have told. 

⇒Oligopoly models which by definition keep an 
overview of the market will tell You more than 
they tell your adversaries. 



A Unique Position (cont’d) 

• The CCE is in a unique position vis-a-vis the 
prosecutors and the economists in the 
Counsel 

⇒But what will the last group “see”?(For 
instance the refusal of the CCE to give an 
advice tyo a prosecutor may indicate the 
economics of the case are everything but 
clearcut). 
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