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On the basis of its federal competences regarding the normative framework of the economic union the FPS Economy is actively 
involved in the e� orts made by the Belgian presidency 2010 to surmount the economic and � nancial crisis that has struck 
Europe severely.

The recently approved major objectives of the new EU 2020 strategy constitute the backbone of the social and economic 
priorities of the programme that the FPS Economy defends in that context, more particularly from a microeconomic point of 
view.

Through its mission, which implies an e�  cient, well-balanced and sustained support of the goods and services market, all its 
experts play an active part in the di� erent bodies of the Council:

Internal market, Industry and Research  »
Transport, Telecommunications and Energy »
Employment, Social A� airs and Consumer Policy »
Agriculture and Fishing »

Introduction
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Internal market
The Monti report on �A new strategy for the internal market� is a priority for the FPS Economy, which intends fostering a 
thorough and constructive re�exion on a reinforcement of the internal market. In that context the FPS Economy also con�rms 
the importance of a good transposition of the services directive, the �rst evaluation of which is expected in 2010.

Paying attention to the development of European competitiveness and the advantages of green growth, the FPS Economy 
intends to give an impulse to a sustained industrial policy in the European Union. Our FPS strives for an integrated approach 
with regard to innovation as a direct answer to the enterprises� needs. It supports all developments in favour of the community 
patent in order to remove the obstacles to the protection of innovative ideas in Europe.

Given their less favourable force ratio SMEs occupy an important place in the internal market. The FPS Economy contributes 
to the e�ective application of the Small Business Act, which has been adopted at European level in order to foster 
entrepreneurship.

On the basis of relevant, up-to-date and reliable statistics 
the FPS Economy defends the principles of an e�ective and 
permanent monitoring of the market, considering that the 
market can only be well supported by means of a thorough 
knowledge of it in the �eld of competition and a better 
regulation and monitoring. In this respect the FPS Economy 
backs up the initiatives for a better cooperation between 
the economic monitoring and inspection services of the 
European Union with a view to an integrated monitoring of 
the market and an e�cient protection of its stakeholders.

Finally the external dimension of the internal market 
occupies a central place through the trade policy that the FPS 
Economy is conducting where technical and sectoral aspects 
are concerned. M
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Telecommunications
The FPS Economy, being aware of the advantages of a digital economy in terms of competitiveness and innovation, promotes 
the development and implementation of a new ambitious and innovative digital agenda comprising the development of new 
generation high speed  networks, network and information safety and the extension of broadband in order to narrow the 
digital gap and stimulate the extension of networks of the next generation (optical � bre). This has to be accompanied by an 
online internal market in the  deepening process of the internal market.

Energy
Being directly concerned by energy issues and climate challenges, the FPS Economy intends to highlight the projects 
concerning energy e�  ciency and renewable energy sources in the European economic recovery plans towards more growth 
and employment. Moreover, the FPS fosters the European plans with regard to cross-border infrastructure   increasing the 
European Union energy supply security. The FPS Economy uses its expertise in order to adopt a new energy action plan �2011-
2020�. Finally our FPS participates in the debate concerning the communication on �the directives and best practices with 
regard to initiatives for regional cooperation in the energy sector�.

Consumers
In order to work correctly, the market has to be well-balanced and respect its weakest players. In that respect the FPS Economy 
pays special attention to the consumer rights directive and the current activities concerning the speci� c harmonisation 
guaranteeing a high protection of these rights. It also intends to deepen the debate on collective consumer appeal. Finally the 
FPS participates in the discussion about the proposal for a regulation concerning consumer information on food.

Agriculture
The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is going through fundamental changes. The FPS Economy organises the necessary 
consultations with a view to formulating the Belgian opinion, notably within the framework of the exploratory debate on the 
future of the CAP after 2013 and the budgetary consequences at European level.

As leader of the consultations on the milk chain in Belgium the FPS Economy also pays special attention to the consequences 
of the milk crisis by analysing the � nal report of the European High Level Group and the European Commission report on the 
evolution of the milk market.
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Moreover, within the framework of its contribution to the Belgian presidency of the European Union the FPS Economy will 
be closely collaborating with the European Parliament. The Lisbon Treaty has extended the legislative prerogatives of the 
European Parliament so that more than 40 new issues fall within the scope of the so-called �codecision� procedure, putting the 
Parliament and the Council on equal terms.

The FPS Economy and its competent ministers will present their key �les to the European Parliament commissions 
concerned:

ITRE � Committee on Industry, Research and Energy »»
IMCO � Committee on the Internal market and Consumer protection»»
JURI � Committee on Legal a�airs»»

The meetings with the European Parliament commissions will take place at two levels.

Firstly the ministers and experts of the FPS Economy will present their priorities for the Belgian presidency to the three European 
Parliament commissions and discuss the Belgian programme with the commission members.

Then visits/meetings will be organised with the business world and the civil society players. 

The  ITRE Commission will pay a working visit to the Thornton Bank in Ostend (wind farm). »»
The IMCO Commission will discuss the four following themes at the FPS Economy: »»

Rapid Alert System for non-food consumer products (RAPEX) - Belgian approach*	
Revitalisation of the internal market*	
Market Surveillance *	
Online gambling.*	
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The FPS Economy

The FPS Economy provides assistance in the decision-making 
process and management in areas such as: 

Competitiveness
assures e� ective competitiveness in the Internal Market for 
goods and services.

Energy
ensures Belgium energy supplies.

Market Regulation and Organisation
achieves a legal and regulatory framework for guaranteeing 
an optimally functioning Internal Market for goods and 
services that serves all actors interests.

Economic Potential
develops accurate knowledge of the market and of  its 
economic sectors and defends their interests  at  European 
and international level.

SME Policy
stimulates entrepreneurship by developing a regulatory 
framework conform to SMES and to self-employed workers 
and analyses their speci� c socio-economic situation.

Quality and Safety
enhances con� dence towards products, services and systems 
through monitoring, certi� cation and standardisation, and 
promoting innovation.

Enforcement and Mediation
ensures the enforcement of economic legislation and 
facilitates alternative dispute resolution.

Statistics and Economic Information
collects, handles and provides statistical data and economic 
information that is pertinent, reliable and commented.

Telecommunication and Information Society
provides speci� c regulation for the telecommunication sector 
and facilitates the development of economic information.














































